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Background 
 
Agriculture has remained central to the livelihoods of millions of Africans. Yet, far too many agriculture-
dependent Africans remain food insecure and malnourished. Agriculture is vulnerable to climate shocks. 
The number of undernourished people rose from 195 million in 2006 to 256 million in 2018. By the end of 
2018, more than 65 million people across 33 African countries faced "crisis" levels of acute food insecurity 
or worse. The COVID-19 crisis is expected to worsen food insecurity in the region further, making resilience-
building an even more urgent task. The CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food 
Security (CCAFS), in partnership with other CGIAR centers and with support from the World Bank, has 
developed an initiative to Accelerating Impacts of CGIAR Climate Research for Africa (AICCRA). AICCRA aims 
to enhance access to knowledge, technologies, and practices to build the resilience of agriculture and food 
systems in the face of climate change in selected Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) countries. AICCRA offers a unique 
opportunity to mobilize science and innovation for the benefit of agricultural development in SSA with a 
focus on climate information services (CIS), climate-informed digital agro-advisories and decision support 
tools (DSTs), climate-smart agriculture (CSA) for crop and livestock systems, including the enabling 
institutions and policies. By taking to scale actionable CIS and CSA technologies and practices, AICCRA strives 
to strengthen the productivity and resilience of agriculture in three key agro-ecological zones: Western Africa 
and Sahelian drylands (Ghana, Senegal, and Mali), Eastern Africa drylands, and the lowlands (Ethiopia and 
Kenya) to highlands and Southern Africa drylands (Zambia). 
In a nutshell, AICCRA is anchored on knowledge generation, sharing, and enhanced delivery of effective 
climate information services (CIS), partnerships for delivery, and scaling the uptake of climate-smart 
agriculture (CSA) innovations.  
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is the 10th largest county in Africa, covering 1,104,300 sq km, 
of which 1,096,570 sq km is terrestrial land, and the rest (7,730 sq km) is covered by water bodies. Its 
population is projected at 108,113,150 (July 2020) based on the last census conducted in 2007 and largely 
dependent on agricultural production, mainly rainfed. Due to the increasing seasonality of rainfall caused 
by climate change, the county faces a food deficit of up to 58% and an agricultural production gap of 78%1. 
These challenges are what the AICCRA-Ethiopia program is meant to address. The inception meeting for 
the AICCRA-Ethiopia program was held at Hyatt Regency Hotel, in Addis Ababa from May 20-21, 2021, with 
38 participants representing six CGIAR implementing partners (CIMMTY, CIAT, ILRI, ICARDA, CCAFS, and IRI), 
national institutions (including public universities, NMA, EIAR, Relevant Government ministries), 
international development organization (e.g., World Bank) representatives, with others joining virtually.  
The main objective of the inception meeting was to create awareness about AICCRA among the diverse 
partners and policymakers in Ethiopia and explore opportunities for synergies and collaboration with other 
ongoing initiatives. Specifically, the country program lead and the AICCRA-Ethiopia activity leaders from the 
implementing CGIAR centers presented the program's objectives and planned activities, including the other 
implementing partner organizations. The inception was preceded by internal planning meeting among the 
CGIAR implementing centers (CIMMTY, CIAT, ILRI, ICARDA, CCAFS, and IRI) to internalize the program 
activities, where planned activities and budget allocations were clarified, overlapping activities across lead 
centers and roles emphasized, national and international implementing partners highlighted, and areas of 
collaboration and partnership in the implementation of the activities reviewed. 
The briefing with the national and international partners focused on an overview of AICCRA, Ethiopia's 
planned activities for the next three years (2021-2023), expected areas of collaboration and partnership to 
 
1 FAO Agriculture & Food Gap Report, 2016 
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deliver the program objectives presented by CCAFS East Africa regional leader- Dr. Solomon Dawit and 
scientists from AICCRA Ethiopia CGIAR implementing partners leading different activities. AICCRA works 
through partnership arrangements, with its implementation anchored on the program's Theory of Change 
with 43 clear deliverables through impact pathways. It has four components and several sub-components 
and works with implementing partner institutions, including public, private, CGIAR, NGO, and development 
partners. The program's emphasis is a partnership for delivery, and therefore nurturing successful 
partnerships is key to the anticipated program outcomes and impact.  
The AICCRA-Ethiopia country program aspires to support Ethiopia's agri-food systems resilience and 
transformation by  
i) Contributing towards co-development of a national ag-data hub to foster digital innovations and 
co-creation of digitally enabled DSTs - Dr. Lulseged Desta;  
ii) Supporting Ethiopia's NMA to enhance data-generation, forecast skills, generation of information 
products, and national framework for climate services (NFCS) – Drs. Teferi Demisse and Tufa Dinku;  
iii) Supporting small ruminant value chains – climate-smart technology packages, capacity building 
and how to facilitate broad-based adoption, scaling, partnership, and impact pathways 
– Dr. Aynalem Haile;  
iv) Addressing challenges around feeds and forage production for livestock and how AICCRA would 
contribute towards these climate-smart innovations, capacity building, and facilitate scaling 
– Dr. Kindu Mekonnen; and  
v) Supporting climate information systems and agro-advisories – including provisions of digitally-
enabled DSTs, how to streamline and integrate DSTs in national extension system to 




The inception workshop participants included mainly scientists working on climate and climate change-
related impacts, development experts and consultants in the field of agriculture and food systems, senior 
government officers and policymakers drawn from various organizations and institutions, including public 
universities, technical ministries, NGOs doing development work, private businesses including those 













•   AICCRA Ethiopia Inception Workshop 
 











•   AICCRA Ethiopia Inception Workshop 
Highlights from the discussions 
 
The technical session on the third day briefed the technical experts from relevant national government 
institutions highlighting deliverables, institutional arrangement and generated a lot of discussions, Q&A 
with essential feedback to the organizers and facilitators of the workshop and the following were some of 
the highlights of the discussion;  
i) Resource mobilization-there is an opportunity for further resource mobilization to conclude 
activities initiated such as digital platform as resources are limited, but the program is 
leveraging on already initiated activities even though more resources can be mobilized to 
conclude these activities;  
ii) ii) National institutions and their operational and technical capacity is key to achieving AICCRA 
mission and objectives through enhanced partnership and knowledge sharing.  
The high-level briefing on the last day of the workshop targeted senior government officials and 
international partners with influence on policy to create awareness and rally support of their institutions on 
the program activities. 
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Annex 1: List of Participants  
 
TABLE 1: List of Participants and Key Facilitators 
List of participants 
Name of participant Organization Position/ Title 
Addisu Semie Addis Ababa University  Researcher 
Deribe Gemiyo Southern Agricultural Research 
Institute 
Livestock Research Director 
Million Getnet Gebreyes International Livestock Research 
Institute 
Consultant – Sustainable Livestock Systems 
Likawnt Yoheyes Amhara Regional Agricultural 
Research Institute 
Livestock Research Director 
Zenebe Adimassu International Water Management 
Institute 
Researcher – Natural Resource Management, 
Sustainable Land Management, Climate-Smart 
Agriculture 
Kassahun Ture Addis Ababa University  Professor – Centre for Environmental Science 
Birhan Abdulkadir International Livestock Research 
Institute 
Research officer – Sustainable Livestock Systems 
Solomon Zegeye Nyala Insurance Company Director 
Asaye Asnake Farm Africa Program Manager  
Mohammed Andoshe The Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change Commission 
Director – Climate Change Planning 
Implementation Verification Coordination  
Jemal Seid Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural 
Research 
Researcher – Climatology and Remote Sensing 
Esayas Lemma Ministry of Agriculture Director – Crop Development 
Yosef Ameha United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 
Researcher – African Climate Policy Center 
Abreham Endrias Green Agro-Solution PLC Managing Director – Lersha Digital Agriculture 
Girma Mamo Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural 
Research 
Director - Climate, Geospatial, and Biometrics 
Research 




Titike Kassa Ethiopian Space Science and 
Technology Institute 
Director – Office of Postgraduate Program 
Vikas Choudhary World Bank Team Leader - Ethiopia 
Bruno Santos AbucasBio  Consultant – Livestock Breeding 
Tamirat Bekele Addis Ababa University  Researcher 
Simboniso Moyo International Livestock Research 
Institute 
Representative of Director-General 
Fetene Teshome National Meteorology Agency Director-General 
Debela Bersisa German Corporation for 
International Cooperation – 
Ethiopia 
Deputy Program Manager – Outscaling 
David Bluhm Cornell University Researcher 
Nigx Jewell Ministry of Agriculture and 
Ethiopian Agricultural Investment 
Land Administration Agency 
Project Team Leader – Rural Land Administration 
& Use 
Ayalneh Mulatu CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Assistant Program Manager 
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Gebermedihin Ambaw CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Research Officer 
Abonesh Tesfaye CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Researcher – Environmental Economics 
John Recha CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Policy Scientist  
Maren Radeny CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Science Officer 
Joseph Auma CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Monitoring and Evaluation Officer 
List of facilitators  
Name of facilitator Organization Position/ Title 
Dawit Solomon CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Regional Program Leader 
Kindie Tesfaye International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Center 
GIS Expert and Crop Modeler 
Lulseged Desta International Center for Tropical 
Agriculture 
Senior Scientist – Multifunctional Landscapes 
Kindu Mekonnen International Livestock Research 
Institute 
Senior Scientist – Crop Livestock Systems 
Aynalem Haile International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the Dry 
Areas 
Principal Scientist – Small Ruminants Breeding 
Teferi Demissie CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security – East Africa 
Scientist – Climate Information and Agro-
advisory services 
Tufa Dinku International Research Institute 
for Climate and Society 
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The CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security (CCAFS) brings together some of the world’s best 
researchers in agricultural science, development research, 
climate science and Earth system science, to identify and address 
the most important interactions, synergies and tradeoffs 
between climate change, agriculture and food security. For more 
information, visit us at https://ccafs.cgiar.org/. 
 
Titles in this series aim to disseminate interim climate change, 
agriculture and food security research and practices and 
stimulate feedback from the scientific community. 
AICCRA is led by: 
AICCRA is supported by the International Development 
Association of the World Bank: 
